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For	  twenty-‐nine	  years	  CCPHers	  have	  headed	  to	  des4na4ons	  all	  over	  California	  to	  a7end	  
the	   annual	   conference:	   Murphys,	   San	   Diego,	   Redding,	   Arcadia,	   Eureka,	   Bakersfield,	  
Sacramento,	  Riverside,	  Willets,	  San	  Jose	  and	  Nevada	  City,	  to	  name	  a	  few.

The	  Mother	  Lode	  will	  host	  CCPH’s	  30th	  annual	  conference,	  making	  stops	  at	  Jamestown,	  
Sonora	   and	   Columbia.	   The	   theme	   of	   this	   year’s	   gathering,	   "What’s	   So	   Funny	   about	  
History,"	  is	  sure	  to	  draw	  a	  crowd	  and	  will	  explore	  the	  strange,	  the	  quirky,	  the	  ironic,	  the	  
peculiar	  and	  the	  unbelievable	  episodes	  that	  have	  shaped	  and	  spiced	  California	  history.

Board	  member	  Cedar	  Phillips	  heads-‐up	  the	  conference	  program	  arrangements,	  and	  she	  
reports	  that	  she	  has	  a	  fascina4ng,	  a7en4on-‐grabbing	  and	  decidedly	  out-‐of-‐the-‐ordinary	  
array	   of	   presenta4ons	   on-‐tap.	   The	   local	   arrangements	   commi7ee—Terry	   Brejla,	  Meta	  
Bunse,	  Charlie	  Dyer,	  Charla	  Francis,	   Sherrin	  Marinovich,	   Judith	  Marvin,	   	  Be7y	  and	   Joe	  
Sparagna,	   and	   I—have	   lined-‐up	   an	   extraordinary	   set	   of	   venues	   and	   events	   that	  
complement	  the	  program	  and	  that	  we	  hope	  will	  provide	  conference-‐goers	  with	  a	  unique	  
and	  enriching	  Mother	  Lode	  experience.

Archives	  Workshop,	  Archive	  Open	  House	  &	  Conference	  Recep4on,	  October	  21:

Your	  conference	  gets	  off	   to	  an	  early	   start	  Thursday	  morning	  with	  a	  Basic	  Archives	  
Workshop	   taught	   by	   State	  Archives	  Deputy	  Director,	   Laren	  Metzer.	   Stay	   tuned	   for	  
details.	   Interested	   in	   how	   a	   rural	   county	   has	   created	   a	   top-‐drawer	   archive	  
opera4on?	  Visit	  Tuolumne	  County’s	  Carlo	  DeFerrari	  Archive’s	  open	  house	  and	  tours.	  
Vendors	   specializing	   in	   document	   restora4on	   and	   preserva4on	   and	   in	   large	   and	  
small	  scale	  storage	  solu4ons	  will	  be	  on-‐hand	  to	  answer	  your	  ques4ons.	  The	  evening	  
recep4on,	  at	  Railtown	  1897	  State	  Historic	  Park,	  features	  a	  steam-‐powered	  train	  ride	  
and	   ogling	   over	   the	   newly	   restored	   Sierra	   #3	   locomo4ve,	   in	   addi4on	   to	   tastes	   of	  
spectacular	  foothill	  wines	  accompanying	  light	  hors	  d’ouvres	  and	  camaraderie.

Sessions,	  Tour	  and	  Banquet,	  October	  22:

Kicking	   off	   the	   conference	   sessions,	   we	  
are	   thrilled	   to	   have	   Western	   historian	  
and	   noted	   author	   JoAnn	   Levy,	   as	   our	  
plenary	   speaker.	   Sessions	   con4nue	   in	  
Sonora	   un4l	   late	   afernoon,	   when	   we	  
decamp	   to	  Columbia	  State	  Historic	  Park.	  
A	   ‘dead	  history	   tour’	  will	  be	   followed	  by	  
frivolity	   (on	   your	   own)	   at	   the	   Jack	  
Douglass	   Saloon.	   The	   annual	   banquet	  
will	   serve-‐up	   a	   drama4c	   as	   well	   as	   a	  
culinary	  treat,	  with	  a	  performance	  of	  Rick	  
Foster’s	   play,	   The	   Stephen	   Hill	   Affair,	   by	  
acclaimed	  actor	  Tom	  Maguire.

Sessions	  and	  Awards	  Luncheon,	  October	  23:

Concurrent	   sess ions	   con4nue	   in	  
Columbia,	   punctuated	   by	   the	   Annual	  
Awards	  Luncheon.

Watch	   the	   CCPH	  website	   and	   newsle7er	   for	  
updates	  about	  the	  conference.

All Aboard for the Gold Country!
By Pam Conners, CCPH President.
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History Action News

Conserving	  Simon	  Rodia’s	  iconic	  landmark	  Wa7s	  Towers	  is	  an	  ongoing	  and	  endless	  
task	  with	  no	  permanent	   solu4ons.	  Water	  penetrates	   through	  mortar	   cracks	   and	  
rain	   and	   heat	   accelerate	   deteriora4on,	   as	   do	   natural	   disasters.	   The	   basic	  
conserva4on	   goals	   adopted	   in	   1978,	   the	   year	   that	   the	   State	   of	   California	  
Department	  of	  Parks	  and	  Recrea4on	  acquired	  ownership,	  are	   to	   repair	   cracks	   in	  
the	   mortar,	   remove	   rust,	   replace	   damaged	   reinforcements,	   and	   clean,	   rea7ach	  
and	  preserve	  ornaments.

The	   City	   of	   Los	   Angeles	   Department	   of	   Cultural	   Affairs	   manages	   preserva4on	  
under	   a	   50-‐year	   lease	   agreement,	   but	   impending	   severe	   staff	   reduc4ons	   will	  
impact	   the	   Department’s	   ability	   to	   conserve	   the	   towers	   afer	   July	   1.	   Afer	   an	  
encouraging	  mee4ng	  with	  Los	  Angeles	  Museum	  of	  Art	  President	  Melody	  Kanschat	  
and	  General	   Counsel	   Fredric	  Goldstein,	  Department	  of	   Cultural	   Affairs	   Execu4ve	  
Director	  Olga	  Garay	   is	  hopeful	   that	   the	  Museum’s	  exper4se	  at	  conserva4on	  and	  
fundraising	   will	   help	   fill	   the	   gap,	   though	   the	   City	   would	   s4ll	   have	   to	   fund	  
manpower	  and	  materials.	  Exploratory	   talks	  also	   included	  the	  Ge7y	  Conserva4on	  
Ins4tute.	   Ms.	   Garay	   es4mates	   that	   pulng	   the	   Towers	   in	   prime	   shape	   would	  
require	  about	  $5	  million.
Photo by Carol M. Highsmith, Library of Congress

Watts Towers Preservation Issues
Adapted from the Los Angeles Times, April 7, 2010 and www.culturela.org

CCPH Members Can Help Preserve America's Historical Record Legislation
Adapted from the National Coalition for History

U.S.	  Senators	  Orrin	  Hatch	  (R-‐UT)	  and	  Carl	  Levin	  (D-‐MI)	  recently	  introduced	  the	  Preserving	  the	  American	  Historical	  
Record	   Act	   (PAHR)	   (S.	   3227).	   PAHR	   seeks	   to	   establish	   a	   new	   federal	   program	   of	   formula	   grants	   to	   states	   and	  
territories	   to	  support	  archives	  and	   the	  preserva4on	  of	  historical	   records	  at	   the	  state	  and	   local	   level.	  Nearly	  60	  
Members	   of	   Congress	   have	   signed	   on	   as	   co-‐sponsors,	   including	   California	   Representa4ves	   in	   the	   House	   Zoe	  
Lofgren	  (D)	  and	  Jackie	  Speier	  (D).	  The	  Council	  of	  State	  Archivists,	   the	  Society	  of	  American	  Archivists	   (SAA),	  and	  
the	  Na4onal	  Associa4on	  of	  Government	  Archives	  and	  Records	  Administra4on	  have	  been	  working	  for	  many	  years	  
seeking	  the	  introduc4on	  and	  passage	  of	  the	  PAHR	  bill.	  In	  addi4on,	  the	  Na4onal	  Coali4on	  for	  History	  has	  endorsed	  
the	  PAHR	  bill	  and	  urges	  people	   to	  contact	   their	  Senators	  and	  House	  members	   to	  ask	   that	   they	  co-‐sponsor	   the	  
bills,	   par4cularly	   members	   of	   the	   House	   Oversight	   and	   Government	   Reform	   Commi7ee,	   which	   for	   California	  
include	  Representa4ves	  Brian	  Bilbray	  (R),	  Judy	  Chu	  (D),	  Darrell	  Issa	  (R),	  and	  Diane	  Watson	  (D).	  	  

The	  Na4onal	  Archives	  and	  Records	  Administra4on	  (NARA)	  would	  administer	  the	  PAHR	  program.	  The	   legisla4on	  
itself	   authorizes	  $50	  million	  a	   year	   for	  five	   years	   for	   the	   ini4a4ve	   to	  preserve	  and	  provide	  access	   to	  historical	  
records	  by	  suppor4ng	  the	  crea4on	  of	  a	  wide	  variety	  of	  access	  tools,	  including	  archival	  finding	  aids	  and	  indexes;	  
preserva4on	   ac4ons	   to	   protect	   historical	   records	   from	   harm,	   including	   digi4za4on	   projects	   and	   disaster	  
preparedness	   and	   recovery;	   ini4a4ves	   to	   use	   historical	   records	   in	   new	   and	   crea4ve	   ways	   to	   convey	   the	  
importance	  of	  state,	  territorial,	  and	  community	  history,	  including	  the	  development	  of	  teaching	  materials	  for	  K-‐12	  
and	   college	   students;	   and	   programs	   to	   provide	   educa4on	   and	   training	   to	   archivists	   and	   others	   who	   care	   for	  
historical	  records.	  To	  learn	  more	  about	  what	  you	  can	  do	  to	  support	  PAHR,	  go	  to	  www.archivists.org/pahr.	  
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President Obama Names California State Historic Preservation Officer 
Chairman of Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

Adapted from the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

President	  Barack	  Obama	  has	  named	  Milford	  Wayne	  Donaldson	   to	  be	   the	  next	   chairman	  of	  
the	  Advisory	  Council	  on	  Historic	  Preserva4on	  (ACHP).	  “I	  am	  honored	  by	  President	  Obama’s	  
appointment	   and	   look	   forward	   to	   working	   with	   the	   federal	   government’s	   historic	  
preserva4on	   programs	   and	   its	   partners	   to	   share	   the	   many	   benefits	   of	   preserva4on	   more	  
broadly	  throughout	  the	  na4on,”	  Donaldson	  said.	  He	  con4nued,	  “Most	  importantly,	  I	  will	  build	  
on	  the	  ACHP’s	  valuable	  efforts	   integra4ng	  sustainability	  and	  historic	  preserva4on,	  taking	  an	  
ac4ve	  role	  in	  the	  Sec4on	  106	  process	  as	  it	  pertains	  to	  alterna4ve	  energy	  development,	  and	  
building	   a	   new	   genera4on	   of	   preserva4onists	   by	   engaging	   youth	   in	   service	   learning	  
programs.”

Donaldson	  currently	  serves	  as	  the	  State	  Historic	  Preserva4on	  Officer	  (SHPO)	  for	  the	  state	  of	  
California.	  Prior	  to	  his	  appointment	  as	  SHPO	  in	  2004,	  Donaldson	  served	  as	  president	  of	  the	  
award	  winning	  firm,	  Architect	  Milford	  Wayne	  Donaldson,	  since	  1978,	  specializing	   in	  historic	  
preserva4on	  services.	  (con%nued	  on	  page	  4)
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The Basics of Archives
Presented by the California Historical Records Advisory Board and the California State Archives

Opportunities
Annual Legacy Oral History Workshop

Adapted from the Museum of Performance and Design in San Francisco 

A	   three-‐day	   oral	   history	   workshop	   will	   be	   held	   August	   5-‐7	   in	   San	   Francisco.	   It	   will	   be	   relevant	   to	   anyone	  
interested	  in	  learning	  more	  about	  doing	  oral	  history,	  whether	  first-‐4mers	  or	  experienced	  researchers	  who	  want	  
to	   update	   their	   skills.	   Each	   workshop	   is	   carefully	   planned	   to	   match	   the	   experience	   levels	   of	   all	   par4cipants:	  
beginning,	   intermediate,	  or	  advanced.	   	  Led	  by	  Dr.	  Jeff	  Friedman	  and	  Basya	  Petnickt,	  the	  workshop	  will	  provide	  
the	  training	  necessary	  for	  par4cipants	  to	  launch	  their	  own	  oral	  history	  projects.	  While	  drawing	  on	  references	  and	  
examples	  in	  the	  performing	  arts,	  the	  workshop	  is	  equally	  appropriate	  for	  those	  involved	  in	  ins4tu4onal	  history,	  
social	  history,	  family	  history,	  master’s	  or	  doctoral	  studies,	  or	  other	  projects.	  

The	  workshop	  will	  cover	  project	  design,	  legal	  and	  ethical	  issues,	  technology,	  funding,	  interviewing,	  transcrip4on,	  
edi4ng,	  and	  crea4ng	  a	  research-‐quality	  document.	  	  E-‐mail	  legacy2010@mpdsf.org	  or	  call	  415-‐255-‐4800,	  ext.	  823	  
for	  informa4on	  and	  registra4on.	  For	  more	  details,	  see	  www.mpdsf.org/legacyworkshop.

This	  one-‐day	  workshop	  will	  be	  held	  in	  conjunc4on	  with	  the	  CCPH	  annual	  conference,	  on	  Thursday,	  October	  21st	  
at	  the	  Tuolomne	  County	  Library	  in	  Sonora,	  California.	  

The	  Basics	  of	  Archives	  is	  for	  people	  who	  work	  or	  volunteer	  in	  organiza4ons	  that	  deal	  with	  the	  past	  –	  whether	  it’s	  
a	  museum,	  historical	  society,	  local	  government	  office,	  local	  library	  history	  room,	  or	  a	  college	  archives.	   	  You’ll	  get	  
prac4cal	  advice,	   sample	   forms	  and	  policies,	  and	   learn	  basic	  prac4ces	   for	   collec4ng,	  organizing,	  protec4ng,	  and	  
helping	  people	  use	   the	   records	   in	   your	   care.	  Taught	  by	  Deputy	  State	  Archivist	   Lauren	  Metzer	  and	  archival	   and	  
historical	  consultant	  Teena	  Stern,	   this	  workshop	  can	  help	  you	   learn	  how	  to	  deal	  with	  challenges	   faced	  daily	  by	  
staff	  and	  volunteers	  in	  historical	  organiza4ons,	  ins4tu4ons,	  	  and	  agencies.

For	  more	  informa4on,	  contact	  Jennifer	  Janes,	  ccph@csus.edu,	  916-‐273-‐0317.

University of Texas Launches TEKSWatch Initiative: 
Events in the Lone-Star State Still Relevant to the Golden State

Adapted from TEKSWatch

Texas	  is	  currently	  revising	  its	  K-‐12	  social	  studies	  curriculum.	  The	  process	  began	  with	  an	  examina4on	  of	  the	  Texas	  
Essen4al	  Knowledge	  and	  Skills	  (TEKS)	  standards	  and	  will	  move	  on	  to	  tes4ng,	  educator	  cer4fica4on,	  and,	  of	  course,	  
textbooks.	   	  Media	   coverage	   has	   emphasized	   the	   emo4onally-‐charged	   ideological	   controversy	   about	   proposed	  
curricular	   changes	   in	   the	   treatment	  of,	   for	  example,	  Thomas	   Jefferson	  and	   the	  Enlightenment,	   the	   free-‐market	  
economy,	  and	  the	  separa4on	  of	  church	  and	  state.	  	  In	  March	  the	  Na4onal	  Council	  of	  History	  Educa4on	  sent	  a	  le7er	  
to	  the	  Texas	  State	  Board	  of	  Educa4on	  urging	  that	  the	  history	  curriculum	  be	  kept	  separate	  from	  current	  ideology,	  
and	  in	  April	  more	  than	  1,000	  historians,	  most	  of	  them	  college	  and	  university	  history	  professors,	  signed	  a	  le7er	  to	  
the	  Texas	  State	  Board	  of	  Educa4on	  urging	  its	  members	  to	  delay	  approval	  of	  some	  of	  the	  proposed	  changes.	  The	  
State	  Board	  of	  Educa4on,	  however,	  passed	  the	  final	  draf	  in	  May.	   	  Texas	  is	  one	  of	  the	  largest	  textbook	  markets	  in	  
the	  country,	  so	  Texas	  curricula	  will	  affect	  how	  material	  will	  be	  presented	  in	  textbooks	  that	  are	  offered	  in	  California	  
and	  elsewhere.	  (California	  recently	  suspended	  the	  ordering	  of	  new	  textbooks	  un4l	  2014).

The	  Center	  for	  History	  Teaching	  &	  Learning	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Texas	  El	  Paso	  (UTEP)	  has	  created	  the	  TEKSWatch	  
Ini4a4ve.	   	   The	   TEKSWatch	   website,	   tekswtch.utep.edu,	   provides	   answers	   to	   frequently	   asked	   ques4ons,	   an	  
overview	  of	  the	  en4re	  process,	  informa4on	  about	  par4cipants	  in	  the	  process,	  and	  recommenda4ons	  for	  selng	  
current	  developments	  into	  the	  broader	  picture	  of	  educa4on	  in	  Texas	  and	  America.	  The	  site	  tracks	  media	  coverage	  
and	  commentary—including	  humor—and	  also	  features	  a	  page	  lis4ng	  opportuni4es	  for	  interested	  ci4zens	  to	  get	  
involved.	  

CCPH Committee Openings
Legisla(ve	  Ac(on:	  Currently	  the	  CCPH	  Board	  is	  looking	  for	  an	  individual	  willing	  to	  chair	  the	  Legisla4ve	  Ac4on	  commi7ee,	  as	  well	  as	  
commi7ee	  members.	   	  The	  Legisla4ve	  Ac4on	  commi7ee	  tracks	  legisla4ve	  bills	  that	  poten4ally	  affect	  the	  public	  history	  community	  
and	  recommends	  ac4ons	  to	  the	  Board	  of	  Directors.	  	  

If	  you	  are	  interested,	  	  please	  contact	  the	  CCPH	  office:	  ccph@csus.edu	  or	  (916)	  273-‐0317.
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Libraries

Hidden Stories Series Website Launched
Adapted from material provided by California State Parks 

The Making of America (MOA) Project Is Free and On-Line
Adapted from Cornell University and University of Michigan MOA websites.

The	  Making	  of	  America	   (MOA)	  Project	  makes	  digi4zed	  nineteenth-‐century	  primary	  source	  
materials	   available	   to	   researchers	  on-‐line	  and	  without	   charge.	   The	  Project	  began	   in	  1995	  
with	   a	   collabora4ve	   effort	   by	   Cornell	   University	   and	   the	   University	   of	  Michigan	   and	  was	  
originally	   funded	  by	   the	  Andrew	  W.	  Mellon	  Founda4on.	   The	  Cornell	   collec4on	  offers	  109	  
monographs	   and	   22	   journals	   from	   the	   period	   1840-‐1900,	   including	   general	   interest	  
materials	  as	  well	  as	  more	  specialized	  materials	  focused	  on	  such	  areas	  as	  agriculture.	  As	  of	  
June,	   2007,	   the	   University	   of	   Michigan	   offers	   monographs	   focused	   on	   educa4on,	  
psychology,	  American	  history,	   sociology,	   science	  and	   technology,	  and	   religion.	  As	  of	  2007	  
the	  University	  of	  Michigan	  on-‐line	  holdings	  included	  12,257	  volumes.

The	   MOA	   project	   is	   ongoing.	   It	   is	   a	   way	   of	   preserving	   deteriora4ng	   material	   of	   high	  
scholarly	  and	  educa4onal	   importance.	  This	  material	   is	  not	  covered	  by	  copyright,	  but	  users	  
are	   asked	   credit	   the	   collec4on.	   	   For	   more	   informa4on,	   visit	   Cornell’s	   MOA	   website	   at	  
dlxs2.library.cornell.edu/m/moa	   and	   University	   of	   Michigan’s	   at	   quod.lib.umich.edu/m/
moagrp/.

The	  ongoing	  California	  State	  Parks	  "Hidden	  Stories"	  series	  shares	  the	  fascina4ng	  but	  ofen	  overlooked	  histories	  
of	  California’s	  varied	  ethnic	  and	  gender	  groups.	  The	  series	  began	   last	  May	  with	  a	  conference	  at	  USC’s	  Doheny	  
Library,	  100	  Years	  Since	  Allensworth:	  Is	  California	  Living	  up	  to	  the	  Legacy?	  The	  conference	  took	  its	  4tle	  from	  the	  

centennial	   of	   the	   1908	   a7empt	   to	   create	   a	   self-‐sufficient	   African-‐American	  
agricultural	   community	   in	   the	  Tulare	  Basin,	   though	   its	   topics	  went	  beyond	   that.	  
The	   conference	   later	   broke	   into	   four	   discussion	   groups	   focused	   on	   media,	  
educa4on,	  historic	  preserva4on	  and	  parks	  and	  led	  by	  experts	  in	  these	  fields.	  

These	   discussion	   groups	   generated	   ideas	   about	   how	   African-‐American	  
contribu4ons	   to	   California	   could	   be	   incorporated	   into	   programs	   at	   our	   State	  
Parks,	   which	   led	   to	   the	   crea4on	   of	   the	   Hidden	   Stories	   Series	   website,	  
www.calparks.org/hiddenstories.	  Menus	  on	  the	  website	  lead	  to	  a	  summary	  of	  the	  
conference	   and	   to	   Friends	   of	   Allensworth,	   a	   volunteer	   organiza4on	   that	   works	  
with	   California	   State	   Parks	   to	   promote	   educa4onal	   and	   interpreta4ve	   events	   in	  
Allensworth	  State	  Historic	  Park.	  They	  sponsor	  events	  that	  include	  talks,	  tours,	  and	  
celebra4ons	  featuring	  an	  arts	  and	  crafs	  market,	  ethnic	  food,	  music,	  ac4vi4es	  for	  
children.	  

California	   State	   Parks	   intends	   addi4onal	   conferences	   that	   will	   explore	   the	  
contribu4ons	   of	   Asians,	   Hispanics	   and	   women	   to	   the	   state’s	   rich	   and	   complex	  
history,	   but	   budget	   cuts	   have	   reduced	   staffing	   and	   services.	   Hoping	   to	   remedy	  
this,	   the	   California	   State	   Parks	   Founda4on	   (www.calparks.org),	   a	   statewide	  
independent	   nonprofit	   organiza4on	   dedicated	   to	   protec4ng,	   enhancing	   and	  
advoca4ng	  for	  California's	  magnificent	  state	  parks,	  is	  a	  major	  sponsor	  of	  the	  State	  
Parks	  and	  Wildlife	   Ini4a4ve,	  which	  would	  provide	   independent	  funding	  for	  state	  
parks	  and	  wildlife	  and	  marine	  areas.	  You	  can	  find	  informa4on	  about	  the	  ini4a4ve	  
at	   www.yesforstateparks.com,	   and	   access	   the	   Friends	   of	   Allensworth	   website	  
directly	  at	  www.friendsofallensworth.com.	  

The Monroe-Gooch Family of Coloma, 
http://www.calparks.org/hiddenstories/

The MOA Project collection includes Scientific American issues from 1846-1869
Pictured is September 26, 1846, volume 2 issue 1, page 1

(California	  SHPO	  named	  to	  ACHP,	  con%nued	  from	  page	  2)	  

Donaldson	  is	  licensed	  to	  prac4ce	  architecture	  in	  California,	  Nevada,	  and	  Arizona	  and	  holds	  a	  cer4fied	  license	  from	  
the	  Na4onal	  Council	  of	  Architectural	  Registra4on	  Boards.	  He	  is	  affiliated	  with	  several	  historical	  and	  preserva4on	  
organiza4ons	   and	   is	   a	   past	   president	   of	   the	   California	   Preserva4on	   Founda4on	   and	   past	   chair	   of	   the	   State	  
Historical	   Building	   Safety	   Board,	   the	   State	   Historical	   Resources	   Commission,	   and	   the	   Historic	   State	   Capitol	  
Commission.	   He	   holds	   a	   Bachelor	   of	   Architecture	   and	   a	   Bachelor	   of	   Science	   in	   Engineering	   from	   California	  
Polytechnic	  State	  University,	  San	  Luis	  Obispo.	  Donaldson	  received	  a	  Master	  of	  Science	   in	  Architecture	   from	  the	  
University	   of	   Strathclyde,	   Glasgow,	   Scotland,	   and	   a	   Master	   of	   Arts	   in	   Public	   History	   and	   Teaching	   from	   the	  
University	  of	  San	  Diego.
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Museums
IMLS Awards $3 million For Critical Conservation 

Adapted From Institute of Museum and Library Services 

The	   Ins4tute	   of	   Museum	   and	   Library	   Services	   (IMLS)	   has	   announced	   33	   museum	   recipients	   of	   the	   2010	  
Conserva4on	   Project	   Support	   (CPS)	   grants,	   totaling	   $3,184,977.	   Since	   1984,	   IMLS	   grants	   have	   helped	   1,338	  
museums	  to	  iden4fy	  their	  conserva4on	  needs,	  priori4es,	  and	  preserve	  their	  collec4ons.	  CPS	  grant	  recipients	  will	  
also	  match	  their	  awards	  with	  an	  addi4onal	  $4,261,753.	  “We	  are	  thrilled	  to	  see	  the	  rising	  number	  and	  caliber	  of	  
conserva4on	  applica4ons,”	  said	  Marsha	  L.	  Semmel,	  the	  ac4ng	  director	  of	   IMLS.	  She	  con4nued,	  “There’s	  a	  clear	  
correla4on	  between	  states’	  increased	  conserva4on	  efforts,	  which	  have	  been	  s4mulated	  by	  IMLS’s	  Connec4ng	  to	  
Collec4ons	  conserva4on	  ini4a4ve,	  and	  museums	  taking	  ac4on	  at	  the	  ins4tu4onal	  level.”	  In	  2010,	  there	  were	  148	  
applica4ons	  for	  conserva4on	  project	  support,	  compared	  to	  129	  applica4ons	  in	  2009	  and	  109	  applica4ons	  in	  2008.

Three	  California	  museums	  received	  CPS	  grants	  this	  year:	  Gamble	  House;	  Pacific	  Asia	  Museum;	  and	  the	  Museum	  
of	  Ventura	  County.	  

The	   arts-‐and-‐crafs	   Greene-‐and-‐Greene	  Gamble	   House,	   owned	   by	   the	   City	   of	   Pasadena	   and	   operated	   by	   the	  
University	  of	  Southern	  California,	  received	  $126,821	  with	  a	  matching	  amount	  of	  $152,935.	  The	  grant	  funds	  will	  
help	   to	   treat	   305	   objects	   in	   the	   Gamble	   House’s	   collec4ons	   and	   30	   select	   architectural	   features.	   For	   further	  
details,	  see	  www.gamblehouse.org.	  

The	   Pacific	   Asia	  Museum	   in	   Pasadena	  was	   awarded	   $48,144	  with	   a	  matching	   amount	   of	   $48,147	   to	   protect	  
approximately	   300	   noted	   ceramic	   works	   from	   possible	   seismic	   damage	   in	   the	   museum’s	   storage	   facility.	   For	  
further	  details,	  see	  www.pacificasiamuseum.org.

The	  Museum	   of	   Ventura	   County	   in	   Ventura	  was	   awarded	   $150,000	  with	   a	  matching	   amount	   of	   $264,658	   to	  
safeguard	  its	  collec4ons	  from	  the	  effects	  of	  seismic	  ac4vity.	  The	  Museum	  plans	  to	  purchase	  and	  install	  compact	  
shelving	  for	  its	  research	  library’s	  historical	  collec4on	  of	  books	  and	  manuscripts,	  images,	  maps,	  architectural	  plans	  
and	  drawings,	  government	  documents,	  and	  other	  rare	  materials	  from	  the	  nineteenth	  century	  and	  early	  twen4eth	  
century	  and	  beyond.	  	  For	  further	  details,	  see	  www.venturamuseum.org.	  

The	   California	   Historical	   Society’s	   (CHS)	   ongoing	   exhibit,	   "Think	   California,"	   highlights	   the	   colorful	   history	   of	  
California	  through	  the	  CHS’s	  remarkable	  collec4on	  of	  artwork,	  ar4facts,	  and	  ephemera.	  This	  ambi4ous	  exhibi4on	  
asks	  the	  ques4on	  “What	  do	  you	  think	  about	  when	  you	  think	  of	  California?”	  

The	  exhibit’s	  themes	  include:	  "Coming	  to	  California,"	  which	  focuses	  on	  the	  discovery	  and	  phenomenal	  impact	  of	  
the	  Gold	  Rush;	  "Scenic	  Splendors,"	  which	  focuses	  on	  California’s	  scenic	  beauty	  and	  wonderful	  parks;	  "Bounty	  of	  
the	   Golden	   State,"	   which	   highlights	   both	   California’s	   agricultural	   abundance	   and	   its	   some4mes	   destruc4ve	  
agricultural	   industries;	   "Earthquakes,	   Floods,	   and	   Volcanoes,"	   which	   includes	   fascina4ng	   artwork	   and	   stories	  
about	  the	  Mt.	  Lassen	  1914	  volcanic	  erup4on	  and	  Hayward’s	  Great	  Earthquake	  of	  1868;	  "Freeways,	  Traffic,	  and	  
Early	   Transporta4on,"	   which	   includes	   railroads,	   trolley	   cars,	   the	   Pony	   Express,	   and	   automobiles;	   "Seeing	   the	  
Sites,"	   which	   focuses	   on	   California’s	   iconic	   travel	   des4na4ons	   such	   as	   beaches,	   Disneyland,	   the	   golden	   Gate	  
Bridge,	   and	   includes	   some	   unexpected	   sites	   as	   well;	   and	   "Drama,	   Harmony,	   and	   Hollywood,"	   which	   looks	   at	  
California’s	  contribu4ons	  to	  theater	  and	  music	  as	  well	  as	  film	  making.	  

The	  exhibi4on	  will	  con4nue	  through	  February	  5,	  2011,	  at	  the	  California	  Historical	  Society,	  678	  Mission	  Street	  in	  
San	  Francisco.	  CHS	  is	  open	  Wednesday	  through	  Saturday,	  12:00	  noon	  to	  4:30	  p.m..	  Admission	  to	  the	  exhibit	  costs	  
$3	  for	  general	  public;	  $1	  for	  students	  and	  seniors,	  and	  is	  free	  to	  members.	  

Still Time to Catch the California Historical Society's Think California Exhibit
Adapted from the California Historical Society

The	  California	  Associa4on	  of	  Museums	  (CAM)	  hosted	  its	  annual	  Museums	  Advocacy	  Day	  this	  May	  in	  Sacramento,	  
and	  museum	  representa4ves	   from	  across	  California	   joined	   in	  affirming	   the	   importance	  of	   the	  unique	  value	  of	  
museums	   to	   California’s	   ci4zens	   and	   communi4es.	   If	   you	   want	   to	   find	   out	   more,	   a	   Museums	   Advocacy	   Day	  
Toolkit	  (pdf,	  8	  MB)	  is	  available	  online	  at	  www.calmuseums.org.	  The	  Toolkit	  includes	  briefs	  on	  two	  bills—AB	  1777	  
(Portan4no)	  and	  SB	  1076	  (Price)—that	  would	  increase	  funding	  for	  the	  California	  Arts	  Council,	  and	  on	  a	  bill—SB	  
1034	  (Ducheny)—that	  increases	  protec4on	  for	  archaeological	  and	  historic	  sites.	   	  Also	  included	  in	  the	  Toolkit	  are	  
CAM’s	  posi4ons	  on	  why	  museums	  should	  share	  in	  the	  economic	  s4mulus,	  on	  the	  need	  for	  state	  bond	  support	  for	  
museums’	  capital	  projects,	  and	  on	  green	  policies	  for	  museums.	  The	  website	  also	  includes	  generic	  material	  on	  the	  
mission	  of	  the	  Associa4on.

California Museums Advocacy Day Recap
Adapted from Californian Association of Museums CAMeNews
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Archives
Civil War Sesquicentennial Exhibit Opens at the National Archives
Adapted from the National Coalition for History

On	  the	  eve	  of	  the	  Civil	  War	  sesquicentennial	  the	  Na4onal	  Archives	  opened	  the	  exhibit	  “Discovering	  the	  Civil	  War”	  on	  
April	  30.	  Shown	  in	  two	  parts,	  part	  one,	  "Beginnings,"	  will	  run	  from	  April	  30,	  2010	  through	  September	  6,	  2010	  in	  the	  
Lawrence	  F.	  O’Brien	  Gallery	  in	  the	  Na4onal	  Archives	  Building	  in	  Washington,	  D.C.	  Part	  two,	  "Consequences,"	  will	  open	  
in	  the	  O’Brien	  Gallery	  on	  November	  10,	  2010.	  Afer	  the	  Washington	  venue	  closes	  on	  April	  17,	  2011,	  the	  two	  parts	  of	  
“Discovering	  the	  Civil	  War”	  will	  be	  combined	  and	  travel	  to	  seven	  addi4onal	  venues	  around	  the	  country	  beginning	  in	  
June	  2011.	  To	  learn	  more	  about	  the	  exhibit,	  see	  www.archives.gov/exhibits/civil-‐war.

Twitter Donates Its Digital Archive 
to the Library of Congress

On	  April	  14,	  Twi7er	  announced	  that	  it	  will	  donate	  its	  digital	  
archive	  of	  public	  tweets	  to	  the	  Library	  of	  Congress.	  Twi7er	  
is	   a	   social	   networking	   service	   that	   enables	   users	   to	   send	  
and	  receive	  “tweets,”	  which	  consist	  of	  web	  messages	  of	  up	  
to	   140	   characters.	   Twi7er	   processes	  more	   than	  50	  million	  
tweets	  per	  day	  from	  people	  around	  the	  world.	  The	  Library	  
will	  receive	  all	  public	  tweets,	  which	  number	  in	  the	  billions,	  
from	   the	   2006	   incep4on	   of	   the	   service	   to	   the	   present,	  
including	  those	  sent	  by	  Iranian	  protesters	  during	  last	  June’s	  
disputed	   presiden4al	   elec4on	   and	   subsequent	   repor4ng	  
ban.	   The	   announcement	   came	   on	   the	   same	   day	   the	  
Library’s	   own	   Twi7er	   feed	   (@librarycongress)	   totaled	  
50,000	  followers.	  	  

Director of the National Archives National Declassification Center Announced
Adapted from the National Archives News

Archivist	   of	   the	   United	   States	   David	   S.	   Ferriero	   recently	   announced	   the	   appointment	   of	   Sheryl	   Jasielum	  
Shenberger	  as	  the	  first	  director	  of	  the	  Na4onal	  Archives	  Na4onal	  Declassifica4on	  Center	  (NDC).	  	  Her	  appointment	  
is	   effec4ve	   June	   7,	   2010.	   Shenberger	   brings	   unique	   qualifica4ons	   to	   the	   posi4on	   of	   director	   of	   the	   NDC.	   She	  
comes	  to	  the	  Na4onal	  Archives	  from	  the	  intelligence	  community	  where	  she	  served	  both	  as	  an	  analyst	  and	  as	  a	  
desk	  officer.	  	  She	  has	  also	  worked	  closely	  with	  the	  Na4onal	  Archives,	  the	  intelligence	  community,	  and	  Department	  
of	  Defense	  agencies	  to	  coordinate	  review	  of	  historically	  valuable	  records	  that	  contain	  CIA	   informa4on.	  She	  also	  
led	  the	  CIA’s	  declassifica4on	  review	  efforts	  at	  the	  Na4onal	  Archives.	  As	  a	  declassifica4on	  program	  manager	  at	  the	  
CIA,	  she	  spearheaded	  efforts	  to	  improve	  processes	  that	  resulted	  in	  a	  more	  efficient	  release	  of	  informa4on.

Ferrerio	   established	   the	   Na4onal	   Declassifica4on	   Center	   at	   Na4onal	   Archives	   College	   Park,	  MD	   in	   accordance	  
with	   Execu4ve	   Order	   13526.	   Its	   mission	   is	   to	   align	   people,	   processes,	   and	   technologies	   to	   advance	   the	  
declassifica4on	  and	  public	  release	  of	  historically	  valuable	  permanent	  records	  while	  maintaining	  na4onal	  security.	  	  
For	  more	  informa4on,	  see	  www.archives.gov/	  declassificaBon.

The	  Autry	  Na4onal	  Center	  recently	  acquired	  the	  Roy	  Rogers	  
and	  Dale	   Evans	  Archive,	   containing	   120	  boxes	  of	  materials	  
from	  their	  50-‐year	  career,	  including	  clipping	  files,	  programs,	  
sheet	   music,	   photographs,	   licensed	   merchandise	   such	   as	  
puzzles	  and	  coloring	  books,	  as	  well	  as	  business	  records.	  The	  
collec4on	   will	   be	   catalogued,	   conserved	   and	   digi4zed	   for	  
research	   purposes,	   and	   some	   ar4facts	   are	   currently	   on	  
display	  in	  the	  Museum’s	  Imagina4on	  Gallery	  and	  lobby.	  The	  
Autry	  plans	   to	   incorporate	  materials	   from	   the	   collec4on	   in	  
an	  exhibi4on	  on	  the	  cultural	  and	  social	  history	  of	  television	  
westerns.	  

Autry Center Gets Roy Rogers and Dale Evans Archive
From The Autry National Center, www.theAutry.org

Keep up with the news in California History  
Follow	  your	  favorite	  organiza4ons	  on	  Twi7er:

Autry	  Na4onal	  Center	  
California	  Associa4on	  of	  Museums	  

California	  Digital	  Library
California	  Genealogical	  Society	  
California	  Railroad	  Museum

California	  State	  Library
California	  State	  Parks

California	  State	  Parks	  Founda4on
Fresno	  Historical	  Society
J.	  Paul	  Ge7y	  Museum
Marin	  History	  Museum	  

Mendocino	  County	  Museum	  
Mission	  San	  Juan	  Capistrano	  

Museum	  of	  the	  African	  Diaspora	  (SF)
Muzeo	  Museum	  in	  Orange	  County	  
Oakland	  Museum	  of	  California

Phoebe	  Hearst	  Museum
San	  Diego	  History	  Center
Santa	  Barbara	  Museum	  

San	  Diego	  Air	  and	  Space	  Museum	  
San	  Diego	  Archeological	  Center

Sonoma	  County	  Museum
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Upcoming Events
Associa(on	  of	  Art	  Historians	  Conference,	  “Architectural	  
Objects:	  Discussing	  Spa4al	  Form	  across	  Art	  Histories,”	  will	  be	  
held	  June	  24-‐25,	  2010,	  in	  Leeds,	  UK.	  	  For	  details,	  see	  
www.aah.org.uk/page/2883.	  

Aberystwyth	  University’s	  Conference,	  “Recycling	  Myths,	  
Inven4ng	  Na4ons,”	  will	  be	  held	  July	  14-‐16,	  2010	  in	  Newtown,	  
Powys,	  UK.	  	  For	  details,	  see	  www.aber.ac.uk/myth2010.

The	  Historical	  Society	  of	  Southern	  California	  (HSSC)	  will	  host	  
its	  annual	  “Celebrate-‐Our-‐Scholars”	  recep4on	  from	  6	  un4l	  8	  
p.m.	  on	  Sunday,	  July	  18,	  at	  the	  Lummis	  Home	  and	  Garden,	  
200	  East	  Avenue	  43,	  next	  to	  the	  Arroyo	  Seco	  in	  Los	  Angeles.	  
The	  recep4on	  honors	  recipients	  of	  the	  2010	  HSSC/Haynes	  
Founda4on	  Summer	  Research	  S4pends.	  Also,	  the	  Jonathan	  
Founda4on	  will	  present	  its	  second	  annual	  award	  for	  Los	  
Angeles	  business	  and	  cultural	  history.	  Those	  who	  a7end	  will	  
receive	  an	  a7rac4vely-‐produced	  commemora4ve	  booklet.	  
There	  is	  no	  charge	  for	  the	  event,	  and	  there	  will	  be	  
refreshments	  and	  music.	  For	  more	  about	  the	  historic	  Lummis	  
Home	  or	  contact	  informa4on	  visit	  socalhistory.org.

The	  2010	  Joint	  Annual	  Mee(ng	  of	  the	  Council	  of	  State	  
Archivists,	  the	  Na(onal	  Associa(on	  of	  Government	  
Archives	  and	  Records	  Administrators,	  and	  the	  Society	  of	  
American	  Archivists	  will	  take	  place	  August	  10-‐15	  in	  
Washington,	  DC.	  For	  more	  informa4on,	  see	  
www.archivists.org/conference.

Regional	  Oral	  History	  Office	  Summer	  Ins(tute,	  will	  take	  
place	  at	  The	  Bancrof	  Library	  on	  the	  Berkeley	  campus	  from	  
August	  16-‐20,	  2010.	  See	  bancroE.berkeley.edu/ROHO	  for	  
details.

The	  2010	  American	  Associa(on	  for	  State	  and	  Local	  History	  
Annual	  Mee(ng,	  in	  partnership	  with	  the	  Oklahoma	  
Museums	  Associa4on,	  will	  take	  place	  September	  22-‐25	  in	  
Oklahoma	  City,	  OK.	  For	  more	  informa4on,	  see	  
www.aaslh.org/am2010.htm.

The	  2010	  California	  Council	  for	  History	  Educa(on	  
Conference	  will	  take	  place	  September	  24-‐25	  at	  the	  California	  
State	  University,	  Sacramento	  campus.	  	  For	  more	  informa4on,	  
see	  www.csuchico.edu/cche/conference.htm.

The	  2010	  Western	  Museums	  Associa(on	  Annual	  Mee(ng	  
will	  take	  place	  October	  17-‐20	  in	  Portland,	  OR.	  This	  year’s	  
theme	  is	  “75	  Years:	  Reflec4ng	  on	  the	  Past,	  Envisioning	  the	  
Future.”	  For	  more	  informa4on,	  see	  www.westmuse.org.

The	  2010	  California	  Council	  for	  the	  Promo(on	  of	  History	  
Conference	  will	  take	  place	  October	  21-‐23	  in	  Sonora,	  CA.	  	  This	  
year’s	  theme	  is	  “What’s	  So	  Funny	  about	  History.”	  	  For	  more	  
informa4on,	  see	  www.csus.edu/org/ccph/Conference.

The	  2010	  Na(onal	  Preserva(on	  Conference	  will	  take	  place	  
October	  27-‐30	  in	  Aus4n,	  TX.	  For	  more	  informa4on,	  see	  
www.preservaBonnaBon.org/resources/training/npc.

The	  2010	  Oral	  History	  Associa(on’s	  Annual	  Mee(ng	  will	  
take	  place	  October	  27-‐31	  in	  Atlanta,	  GA.	  	  This	  year’s	  theme	  is	  
“Times	  of	  Crisis,	  Times	  of	  Change:	  Human	  Stories	  on	  the	  Edge	  
of	  Transforma4on.”	  	  For	  more	  informa4on,	  see	  
www.oralhistory.org/	  annual-‐meeBng.

The	  next	  California	  Associa(on	  of	  Museums	  Conference	  will	  
take	  place	  March	  2-‐4,	  2011	  in	  Pasadena,	  California.	  For	  more	  
informa4on,	  see	  www.calmuseums.org.

The	  next	  Na(onal	  Council	  for	  History	  Educa(on	  
Conference,	  “The	  Causes	  and	  Consequences	  of	  Civil	  Wars,”	  
will	  take	  place	  March	  31-‐April	  2,	  2011	  in	  Charleston,	  SC.	  	  For	  
more	  informa4on,	  see	  www.nche.net/index.html.

The	  2011	  Na(onal	  Council	  on	  Public	  History	  Annual	  
Mee(ng	  will	  take	  place	  April	  6-‐10,	  2011	  in	  Pensacola,	  FL.	  	  
The	  theme	  is,	  “Crossing	  Borders/Building	  Communi4es	  –	  Real	  
and	  Imagined.”	  	  For	  more	  informa4on,	  see	  www.ncph.org.

Obituary: Edgar Wayburn
Adapted from the Los Angeles Times, March 8, 2010

Long-‐4me	   Sierra	   Club	   President	   Edgar	   Wayburn	   passed	   away	   in	   March	   at	   age	   103.	   Wayburn	   was	   a	   ci4zen-‐
conserva4onist	   whose	   un4ring	   efforts	   helped	   create	   the	   Redwood	   Na4onal	   Park,	   the	   Golden	   Gate	   Na4onal	  
Recrea4on	  Area,	   and	   the	  Point	  Reyes	  Na4onal	   Seashore.	  He	  also	  promoted	   the	  1980	  Alaska	  Na4onal	   Interest	  
Lands	  Conserva4on	  Act.	  He	  was	  president	  of	   the	   Sierra	  Club	  five	  4mes	   in	   the	  1960s,	   and	   in	   2006	   Sierra	  Club	  
Deputy	  Director	  Bruce	  Hamilton	   said	   that	  Wayburn	  had	  “doubled	   the	   size	  of	   the	  park	   system,	  …	   the	  wild	  and	  
scenic	   rivers	   system,	   [and]	   	   …	   the	   wilderness	   system.”	   President	   Clinton	   credited	   him	   with	   saving	   “more	  
wilderness	  than	  any	  other	  person	  alive”	  when	  presen4ng	  him	  with	  the	  Presiden4al	  Medal	  of	  Freedom	  in	  1999.	  
Wayburn	  was	  also	  awarded	  the	  Albert	  Schweitzer	  Prize	  for	  Humanitarianism	  in	  1995..

Originally	   from	  Georgia,	  Wayburn	   trained	  as	  a	  physician	   (MD,	  Harvard,	  1930)	  and	  began	  his	  medical	   career	   in	  
California,	  where	  he	  joined	  the	  Sierra	  Club	  in	  1939	  to	  enjoy	  the	  Club’s	  burro	  trips	   in	  the	  Sierra	  Nevada.	  During	  
WWII	   Wayburn	   served	   in	   the	   Army	   Air	   Force	   then	   returned	   to	   San	   Francisco,	   where	   he	   taught	   medicine	   at	  
Stanford	  and	  UC	  San	  Francisco.	  He	  married	  Peggy	  Ellio7	  in	  1947.	  Their	  first	  date	  was	  a	  hike	  up	  Mt.	  Tamalpais,	  and	  
she	  shared	  his	  enthusiasm	  for	  environmental	  causes.	  

Wayburn	  is	  survived	  by	  three	  daughters	  and	  a	  son	  and	  three	  grandchildren;	  his	  wife	  passed	  away	  in	  2002.
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Book Reviews
Inventing Autopia

Dreams and Visions of the Modern Metropolis in Jazz Age Los Angeles
By Jeremiah B. C. Axelrod

Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2009, xii + 401 pp., maps, illus., notes, references, index, $24.95 paper

This	  thoroughly	  researched,	  complex	  and	  analy4cal	  book	  focuses	  on	  the	  conflict	  during	  the	  1920s	  
between	  city	  planners’	  and	  developers’	  emerging	  ideas	  about	  what	  kind	  of	  city	  Los	  Angeles	  should	  
become.	   Some	   Los	   Angeles	   businessmen	   liked	   the	   aesthe4c	   of	   a	   densely-‐built	   downtown	   of	  
skyscrapers	  served	  by	  rail	  rapid	  transit	  and	  futuris4c	  mul4-‐decked	  streets.	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  Los	  
Angeles	  city	  planners	  hoped	  to	  create	  a	  horizontal,	  decentralized	  city	  of	  semi-‐autonomous	  suburbs	  
full	  of	  single	  family	  bungalows	  on	  the	  Garden	  City	  model.	  What	  emerged,	  Professor	  Axelrod	  finds,	  
was	  a	  new	  kind	  of	  city,	  one	  not	  envisioned	  by	  either	  group.

Axelrod’s	  cri4cal	  command	  of	  the	  exis4ng	  literature	  is	  impressive.	  Throughout	  the	  book	  he	  u4lizes	  
contemporary	  city	  planner	  Kevin	  Lynch’s	  idea	  that	  people	  understand	  their	  ci4es	  by	  recognizable	  
features	   of	   the	   built	   environment.	   The	   ability	   to	   find	   one’s	  way	   around	   a	   city	   by	   use	   of	   these	  
features	  makes	   the	   city	   intelligible.	   Axelrod	   broadens	   Lynch’s	   ideas	   to	   include	   class,	   ethnic	   and	  
gender	   boundaries	   and	   argues	   that	   rapid	   demographic	   changes,	   traffic	   conges4on,	   and	   chao4c	  
suburbaniza4on	  made	  Los	  Angeles	  unintelligible	  during	  the	  tumultuous	  1920s,	  a	  period	  when	  the	  
city’s	  popula4on	  nearly	  tripled.	  

Los	   Angeles	   had	   begun	   the	   1920s	   as	   an	   intelligible	   medium-‐sized	   city	   in	   which	   a	   network	   of	  
streetcar	  and	  electric	  interurban	  railway	  lines	  linked	  semi-‐rural	  suburbs	  to	  a	  densely	  built	  central	  
business	   district	   and	   land	   use	  was	   strongly	   segregated	   by	   class,	   ethnicity	   and	   gender.	   By	   1920	  
Angelenos’	   enthusias4c	   adop4on	   of	   private	   automobiles	   for	   commu4ng	   and	   shopping	   had	  
congested	  the	  city’s	  narrow	  and	  chao4c	  downtown	  streets	  so	  that	  streetcars	  couldn’t	  keep	  their	  

schedules.	  Afer	  a	  1920	  ban	  on	  downtown	  parking	  produced	  a	  populist	  revolt,	   the	  city’s	  new	  planning	  department	  
focused	  on	  allevia4ng	   traffic	  conges4on	   through	   ra4onalizing	   the	   street	   system	  and	  on	   regula4ng	  development	  by	  
zoning.	  

In	   1924	   consultants	   created	   a	   Major	   Traffic	   Street	   Plan	   in	   which	   radial	   streets	   would	   carry	   traffic	   focused	   on	  
downtown,	  and	  ring	  streets	  would	  by-‐pass	  it.	  While	  the	  plan	  didn’t	  directly	  implement	  either	  the	  skyscraper	  vision	  or	  
the	   garden	   city	   vision	   of	   what	   Los	   Angeles	   should	   become,	   it	   offered	   something	   for	   everyone.	   The	   automobile-‐
oriented	  electorate	  voted	  for	  the	  necessary	  bonds,	  though	  implementa4on	  was	  piecemeal	  and	  some	  of	  the	  plan’s	  key	  
elements,	  such	  as	  opening	  Olympic	  Boulevard	  through	  downtown,	  were	   later	  frustrated	  by	   legal	  ac4on	  ini4ated	  by	  
disgruntled	  property	  owners.	  (No	  book	  can	  do	  everything,	  and	  Axelrod	  omits	  the	  important	  uniform	  legal	  regulatory	  
framework,	   developed	   in	   the	   mid-‐1920s,	   which	   included	   the	   boulevard	   stop,	   turn	   limita4ons,	   lane	   striping,	   curb	  
pain4ng,	   pedestrian	   crosswalks,	   and	   the	   automa4c	   traffic	   signal.	   Though	   these	   didn’t	   end	   conges4on,	   they	   did	  
regularize	  the	  flow	  of	  traffic,	  and	  the	  accident	  rate	  declined	  drama4cally.)	  

On	  the	  other	  hand,	  in	  1925	  a	  plan	  for	  an	  extensive	  rapid	  transit	  system	  that	  downtown	  business	  interests	  supported	  
was	   quietly	   shelved	   afer	   the	   Los	   Angeles	   Times	   argued	   vigorously	   that	   elevated	   tracks	   would	   be	   unsightly	   and	  
dangerous,	   and	   the	   influen4al	   City	   Club	   argued	   that	   rapid	   transit	   would	   make	   downtown	   conges4on	   worse	   by	  
increasing	  centraliza4on:	   the	   future	  shape	  of	  Los	  Angeles,	   the	  City	  Club	  argued,	  shouldn’t	  be	  modeled	  on	  densely-‐
centralized	   eastern	   ci4es.	   Abandonment	   of	   the	   rapid	   transit	   plan	   was	   a	   victory	   for	   planners	   who	   envisioned	   a	  
decentralized,	  dispersed	  city.

Business	  interests	  had	  also	  envisioned	  Wilshire	  Boulevard	  as	  Los	  Angeles’s	  equivalent	  of	  New	  York’s	  Fifh	  Avenue,	  but	  
planners	  had	  wanted	  to	  keep	  Wilshire	  Boulevard	  residen4al.	  Planners	  won	  the	  zoning	  ba7le,	  but	  piecemeal	  zoning	  
variances	  effec4vely	  made	  Wilshire	  into	  a	  linear	  shopping	  district	  anyway,	  now	  focused	  on	  the	  automobile.	  Western	  
Avenue,	  which	  didn’t	  go	  downtown,	  soon	  developed	  similarly.	  These	  des4na4ons	  served	  the	  whole	  west	  side	  of	  Los	  
Angeles,	  not	  local	  neighborhoods,	  heralding	  the	  city’s	  evolu4on	  into	  a	  web	  of	  mul4ple	  des4na4ons	  in	  which	  a	  person’s	  
social	  interac4on	  doesn’t	  usually	  take	  place	  in	  his	  or	  her	  neighborhood,	  and	  workplaces	  and	  shopping	  des4na4ons	  are	  
ofen	  miles	  distant	  from	  home.	  

High	  costs	  doomed	  a	  1930	  plan	  for	  an	  elaborate	  network	  of	  limited-‐access,	  landscaped	  parkways	  intended	  to	  make	  
sprawling	  Los	  Angeles	  a	  pleasant	  place	  to	  drive.	  By	  the	  4me	  that	  the	  Arroyo	  Seco	  and	  Cahuenga	  Pass	  parkways	  were	  
built,	  the	  idea	  of	  a	  parkway	  as	  a	  pleasure	  drive	  had	  evolved	  into	  the	  idea	  of	  a	  u4litarian	  freeway,	  beginning	  the	  system	  
that	  today	  helps	  make	  post-‐modern	  Los	  Angeles	  intelligible.

Axelrod	  has	  a	  gif	  for	  making	  the	  ideas	  that	  shaped	  the	  period	  come	  alive,	  ofen	  drama4cally,	  and	  his	  book	  will	  repay	  a	  
close	  reading.	  

A.	  C.	  W.	  Bethel	  is	  Professor	  Emeritus	  at	  Cal	  Poly,	  San	  Luis	  Obispo
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Book Reviews
Mission 66: Modernism and the National Park Dilemma
By Ethan Carr
University of Massachusetts Press, in Association with the Library of American Landscape History, Amherst; 2007. 
424 pp, photos, illustrations, index; cloth $39.95 

Recently	   I	   read	  an	  obituary	   in	  my	   local	  newspaper	  of	  a	  man	  who	  was	  a	  heavy	  
equipment	  operator.	  His	   family	  noted	  that	  he	  had	  helped	  build	  both	   the	  Tioga	  
Road	  in	  Yosemite	  Na4onal	  Park,	  and	  the	  Diablo	  Canyon	  Nuclear	  Power	  Plant	   in	  
San	  Luis	  Obispo	  County.	  I	  found	  the	  confluence	  interes4ng:	  these	  two	  events	  as	  
bookends	   of	   the	   post-‐World	   War	   II	   era,	   both	   public	   u4lity	   projects	   of	   long-‐
standing	   controversy	   and	   con4nued	   environmental	   implica4ons.	   For	   example,	  
the	   realignment	   of	   the	   Tioga	   Road,	   completed	   in	   1961,	   was	   regarded	   as	  
"catastrophic	  damage"	  by	  Ansel	  Adams,	  and	  a	  viola4on	  of	  the	  principles	  of	  the	  
Na4onal	   Park	   Service	   Organic	   Act	   of	   1916.	   In	   contrast,	   the	   Sierra	   Club	   (and	  
Adams)	   voted	   to	   not	   oppose	   the	   si4ng	   of	   the	   nuclear	   power	   plant	   at	   Diablo	  
Canyon	  by	  Pacific	  Gas	  and	  Electric	  Corpora4on,	  in	  order	  to	  preserve	  the	  nearby	  
Nipomo	  Dunes.	  Such	  was	  the	  nature	  of	  the	  Sierra	  Club	  in	  the	  1950s	  and	  1960s,	  
when	  it	  came	  to	   issues	  surrounding	  growth,	  development,	  popula4on,	  and	  the	  
environment.

The	  Na4onal	  Park	  Service	  was	  no	  less	  subject	  to	  the	  same	  strong	  (and,	  at	  4mes	  
conflic4ng)	  viewpoints	  and	  forces	  during	  this	  4me,	  hence	  the	  sub4tle	  of	  Ethan	  
Carr's	   excellent	   study	   of	   the	   Mission	   66	   era	   (1956-‐66).	   Mission	   66	   was	   the	  
brainchild	  of	  Director	  Conrad	  Wirth,	  a	  career	  NPS	  employee	  who	  worked	  his	  way	  up	  from	  landscape	  architect	  to	  
Director.	   It	   was	   devised	   in	   response	   to	   years	   of	   anemic	   funding	   during	   and	   afer	   World	   War	   II	   and	   an	  
overwhelming	   and	   unprecedented	   rise	   in	   na4onal	   park	   visita4on	   that	   corresponded	   with	   the	   GI	   Bill,	   the	  
Interstate	  Highway	  Act	  of	  1956,	  the	  baby	  boom	  and	  a	  more	  affluent	  and	  mobile	  popula4on.	  Total	  NPS	  budgets	  
over	  a	  ten	  year	  period	  (1956-‐66)	  would	  exceed	  one	  billion	  dollars.

The	   ten	   year	   program	   was	   intended	   to	   redefine	   how	   na4onal	   parks	   would	   func4on	   as	   public	   spaces.	   But	  
scien4fic	   studies	   were	   not	   part	   of	   the	   program,	   an	   omission	   that	   would	   result	   in	   decades	   of	   delay	   in	   fully	  
implemen4ng	   widespread	   scien4fic	   management	   of	   the	   parks.	   And	   despite	   a	   public	   informa4on	   program	   to	  
convince	  the	  public	  that	  Mission	  66	  was	  a	  conserva4on	  effort	  and	  not	  a	  park	  development	  program,	  much	  of	  the	  
ini4al	  planning	  was	  done	  without	  any	  input	  from	  the	  general	  public,	  interest	  groups,	  or	  park	  concessionaires.	  

Despite	   the	  disclaimer,	  Mission	  66	  did	   involve	  considerable	  park	  development.	   In	   fact,	   the	  book’s	  cover	  photo	  
features	  not	  a	  streamlined	  visitor	  center,	  but	  a	  view	  of	  the	  Tioga	  Road,	  looking	  toward	  Tenaya	  Lake	  from	  Olmsted	  
Point,	   illustra4ng	  the	  destruc4on	  of	  the	  granite	  domes	  in	  the	  1950s	  in	  order	  to	  accommodate	  more	  and	  faster	  
automobile	   traffic.	  Also,	   employee	   housing	   in	   the	   parks	   in	   the	   early	   1950s	  was	   substandard	   by	   any	  measure.	  
Employees	  and	  their	  wives	  wanted	  a	  level	  of	  housing	  commensurate	  with	  their	  civilian	  counterparts.	   	  This	  was	  
most	  readily	  fulfilled	  by	  the	  ubiquitous	  ranch	  house,	  deemed	  to	  be	  commodious,	  affordable,	  and	  predictable.	  	  If	  
they	  did	  not	  match	  the	  style	  and	  character	  of	  the	  NPS	  Rus4c	  Style	  bungalows	  built	  in	  the	  1920s	  and	  30s,	  it	  was	  
because	  the	  size	  of	  the	  workforce	  had	  greatly	  increased,	  necessita4ng	  a	  more	  economical	  approach	  to	  workforce	  
housing,	   and	   the	   general	   style	   and	   tastes	   of	   the	   larger	   society	   had	   evolved	   and	   changed	  with	   the	   advent	   of	  
Modernism.	  NPS	  architects	  were	  simply	  reflec4ng	  those	  changes	  and	  keeping	  up	  with	  the	  modern	  era.

This	  expansion	  program	  was	  not	  just	  for	  employee	  housing	  and	  visitor	  serving	  facili4es,	  but	  the	  educa4onal	  and	  
interpre4ve	   programs	   of	   the	   na4onal	   parks	   as	  well.	   The	  NPS	   arrowhead	   logo	   (along	  with	   new	  uniforms)	  was	  
rolled	  out	  with	  Mission	  66.	  One	  enduring	  legacy	  of	  the	  Mission	  66	  era	  is	  Freeman	  Tilden's	  book,	  InterpreBng	  Our	  
Heritage	   (1957)	   that	   con4nues	   to	   guide	   and	   inform	   park	   employees	   everywhere.	   In	   addi4on,	  Wirth’s	   legacy	  
includes	  two	  training	  centers,	  Albright	  at	  Grand	  Canyon	  and	  Mather	  at	  Harpers	  Ferry.	  

This	  book	  is	  a	  cri4cal	  study,	  not	  only	  of	  a	  style	  and	  an	  era	  but	  of	  a	  conundrum.	  The	  ques4on	  was,	  and	  remains,	  
how	  can	  the	  Na4onal	  Park	  Service	  accommodate	  the	  rising	  number	  of	  visitors	  that	  began	  to	  flock	  to	  the	  parks	  in	  
the	  postwar	  era,	  and	  that	  con4nues	  to	  this	  day.	  Their	  needs	  and	  interests	  and	  desires	  change,	  but	  the	  na4onal	  
parks	   are	   inviolate	   places,	   free	   from	   fad	   and	   whim.	   	   Ethan	   Carr	   has	   brought	   a	   great	   deal	   of	   clarity	   and	  
understanding	  to	  this	  important	  era	  in	  the	  history	  of	  our	  na4onal	  parks.

Robert	  Pavlik	  is	  the	  founder	  of	  Slanted	  Anvil,	  and	  the	  author	  of	  Norman	  Clyde:	  Legendary	  Mountaineer	  of	  California's	  
Sierra	  Nevada.	  
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Share Your Interest in California History!
We’re all interested in bringing California’s dynamic stories to the 
community, and CHA is your way to share your research interests with the 
rest of us!  We’re always looking for interesting articles and book reviews. 
You can send us a short paragraph or two, or a 700-word essay. 
Interested? Send an email to Co-Editor Paul Sandul at sandulpj@sfasu.edu

Join the California Council for the Promotion of History
All members receive issues of California History Action, the CCPH newsletter for history advocacy, notices of CCPH 
conferences and workshops, and other CCPH publications. Corporate and Institutional members also receive 
membership rates for two individuals at conferences and other events. 

Annual dues are due January 1; those received from new members after August 1 will be credited to the next year.

Name_________________________  Affiliation________________________ Position_______________

Address________________________ City________________________ State_______ Zip___________

Phone (h)___________________ (w)___________________ Email______________________________

Areas of Historical Interest ______________________________________________________________

Membership Categories: ____ Patron $100  ____ Colleague/Corporate $50    ____ Institutional $40 

____ Individual $30 ____ Student $15

All dues and contributions are tax-deductible. Send this form and payment to CCPH, CSU Sacramento, Department 
of History, 6000 J St, Sacramento CA 95819-6059. For more information contact 916.278.4295, ccph@csus.edu, 
www.csus.edu/org/ccph.
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California History Action is the official publication of the California Council for the 
Promotion of History. Its purpose is to disseminate news to the membership. The 
organization’s numerous committee chairs provide much of the information herein. It is 
the responsibility of the general membership to provide input to the newsletter. This 
sharing of information is critical to the well-being of the organization. 

Issues will be produced quarterly, with submission deadlines at the first of the month of 
March, June, September, and December. Material must be received prior to the deadline to 
be printed in the current issue and should be submitted directly to the editors at the 
address below. 

It is preferred that articles and other material be submitted electronically by email (either 
in the text of the message or as an attachment). However, typewritten printed material is 
also accepted by mail. Please send book review submissions to Walt Bethel at 
acwbethel@sbcglobal.net. All other submissions may be sent to Paul Sandul at 
sandulpj@sfasu.edu, or

Department of History
Stephen F. Austin State University

PO Box 13013, SFA Station 
Nacogdoches TX 75962 

Views expressed herein are solely those of their authors. Their publication does not constitute an endorsement by CCPH.

CCPH encourages the reprinting of original articles published in this newsletter. To do so, use the credit line 
"Reprinted from California History Action, the newsletter of the California Council for the Promotion of History." 
To inquire about using photograhs, contact the CHA editor.

CHA Editorial Information
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 Advertise in California History Action and the 
CCPH Annual Conference Program

Promote	   your	   business	   to	   history	   professionals	   across	   California!	   California	  
History	  AcBon	  is	  a	  quarterly	  newsle7er	  distributed	  to	  all	  CCPH	  members	  as	  well	  
as	  outside	  organiza4ons	  and	  agencies.	  CHA	  is	  read	  by	  a	  wide	  variety	  of	  people	  
interested	   in	   history,	   including	   appointed	   and	   elected	   government	   officials;	  
local,	  state	  and	  federal	  employees;	  private	  consul4ng	  company	  execu4ves	  and	  
employees;	  students	  and	  educators;	  museum	  and	  park	  professionals;	  librarians	  
and	   archivists;	   community	   leaders;	   cultural	   resource	   managers;	   avoca4onal	  
historians;	  and	  others.

Our	   annual	   conference	   program	   is	   the	   ideal	   place	   to	   put	   the	  word	   out	   to	   an	  
enthusias4c	   audience.	   This	   year's	   event	   takes	   place	   in	   Columbia,	   Jamestown,	  
and	   Sonora,	   and	   adver4sement	   submissions	   from	   the	   local	   conference	  
communi4es	  can	  draw	  a7endees	  right	  to	  your	  door.

For	  rates	  and	  submission	  guidelines,	  contact	  the	  CCPH	  Publica4ons	  Commi7ee	  
at	  californiahistoryacBon@yahoo.com.


